BOB WESSELS ELECTED AS FELLOW EUROPEAN LAW INSTITUTE

Professor Dr. Bob Wessels has been elected as Fellow of the European Law Institute. Mr
Wessels is an independent legal advisor and professor International Insolvency Law,
University of Leiden, the Netherlands.

The European Law Institute (ELI) has been established in June 2011 by the European
Commission. It is an independent non-profit organisation established to initiate, conduct
and facilitate research, make recommendations and provide practical guidance in the field
of European legal development. Building on the wealth of diverse legal traditions, ELI’s
mission is the quest for better law-making in Europe and the enhancement of European
legal integration. By its endeavours, ELI seeks to contribute to the formation of a more
vigorous European legal community, integrating the achievements of the various legal
cultures, endorsing the value of comparative knowledge, and taking a genuinely pan-
European perspective. As such its work covers all branches of the law: substantive and
procedural; private and public.

ELI’s establishment flows from the Stockholm Action programme of the European
Commission. For the next four years the Institute is located in Vienna. Its president is Sir
Francis Jacobs, emeritus Advocate General Court of Justice of the European Union. To
accomplish its tasks, ELI operates on its own initiative. It is also available for
consultation by institutions involved in the development of law on a European,
international or national level. As its perspective is not limited to the European
experience, ELI is ready to seek cooperation with Non-European or international
organisations such as UNIDROIT and the American Law Institute (ALI). ELI’s
establishment has been inspired by the activities of ALI, such as the development of the
Uniform Commercial Code (UCC). Since 2005 Mr Wessels is a member of ALI and he
recently submitted to ALI and International Insolvency Institute the Report “Global
Principles for Cooperation in International Insolvency Cases.”
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