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	Newsletter

First Quarter 2018 (January-March)


A – Upcoming Events
1. Annual Conference (Athens, Wednesday 3-Thursday 4 October 2018)

Expressions of interest are invited for the delivery of papers at the annual conference in Athens within the overall conference theme, which will be “Party Autonomy and Third-Party Protection in Insolvency Law”. Included within the theme will be issues in contract law, property law, company law and private international law that focus on, inter alia, the following topics:

· The enforceability of contractual clauses, such as ipso facto clauses, divestment clauses, choice of law and choice of forum clauses, in insolvency;

· Transaction avoidance rules, from the point of view of applicable law as well as harmonization of substantive law in the EU;

· COMI-shifts and the transfer of the corporate seat of companies within the EU (in light of case C-106/16 (Polbud) and the EU’s “Company Law Upgrade Package”);

· Possibilities of and limits to the use of group structures;

· Distinguishing between use and abuse of restructuring: asset partitioning and loan-to-own strategies;

· The position of secured creditors in insolvency proceedings, such as the effects of arrangements between lenders and borrowers in relation to third parties and the initiatives of the European Union in relation to the accelerated enforcement of collateral;

· Financial restructuring: debt for equity strategies and tailoring affected classes;

· Reorganisation procedures and gifting: gifting as a violation of the Absolute Priority Rule or as a ‘boost’ to a reorganisation procedure;

· Increased flexibility in the labour market and its effects on insolvency (freelance contractors excluded from workers' and wage protection?);

· The increased attractiveness for certain stakeholders to use insolvency proceedings as a means to restructure a company or its business and (the ‘pull-effect’ of insolvency) its effects on third parties.

Proposals for the delivery of papers are invited that do more than just outline a topic of interest in respect of any given jurisdiction, but seek to understand, analyse and critique the fundamentals of insolvency law and take the subject forward. Papers that have a comparative and/or an empirical angle are particularly welcome. In light of the particular success of past conferences, the intention for this conference is to have papers that challenge existing approaches, stimulate debate and ask profound questions in relation to the topics mentioned above. Younger Academics are, of course, also invited to submit papers on the same topics and may also choose to present their research in the conference session dedicated to the Young Academics’ Network in Insolvency Law (YANIL).

Expressions of interest in delivering papers within the conference theme should be communicated by 15 March 2018 to Anthon Verweij, IEAF Secretary, by e-mail at: <anthon.verweij@gmail.com>. Please also include a brief outline of the main issues and arguments to be addressed in the paper. Proposals for papers will then be selected by the management board and the board will communicate around 1 April 2018 as to which papers have been selected for inclusion within the conference. After selection of the proposed papers, the panel chairs will contact the participants in each session to arrange a joint conference call to discuss the outlines of the proposed papers and align presentations, discuss joining instructions and outline the set-up of the conference programme.

Travel grants to enable academics (particularly younger scholars) to attend are also available. For more information on the criteria for eligibility and the forms required, please visit the IEAF Homepage: <https://www.insol-europe.org/academic-forum-news>.

2. Joint Insolvency Conference(s)
Expressions of interest are invited to host joint insolvency events in 2018. Preference is given to an academic or other research institution able to host a conference of about 50-80 persons on a subject or subjects of topical interest. Further details of conference organisation and administrative support may be obtained from the IEAF Secretary at: <anthon.verweij@gmail.com>.
B – Upcoming Events (Cognate Associations)

3. City University London 2nd Research Conference and Symposium (London, 27 April 2018)
The Cross-Border Corporate Insolvency and Commercial Law Research Group at the City University London will be organising their 2nd Research Conference and Symposium on Friday 27 April 2018. The event is intended to bring together senior and promising junior scholars who wish to present their research to a multinational specialist audience in the field of corporate insolvency and commercial law. The event will consist of two sessions: a Senior Scholars’ Session, where scholars and practitioners will be able to present their papers on current issues in corporate insolvency law at national, European and international level and a Young Scholars’ Session dedicated to young researchers, PhD Candidates and postgraduate students who will have the opportunity to present their work followed by a Q&A discussion. The event aims to promote fruitful research collaboration between its participants and to encourage their integration in a community of legal scholars. A modest conference fee will be charged (£29 City students, £39 Speakers, £49 Non-Speakers) to cover the cost of materials, equipment, venue, lunch and refreshments. The fee has been deliberately kept low to encourage wide participation. For further information or to book a place at the conference and symposium, please visit the conference webpage, where an online payment facility is also available, at:
<https://www.city.ac.uk/events/2018/april/2nd-corporate-insolvency-commercial-law-conference>.

4. INSOL International Academics’ Group Conference (London, 12-13 July 2018)

The 20th Colloquium of the INSOL International Academics’ Group will take place in London in July 2018. The colloquium will be a 2-day event commencing with a Welcome Function on the evening of Wednesday 11 and running over Thursday 12–Friday 13 July in Central London at the BMA House in Tavistock Square. An outline programme and online registration facility are now available at: <https://www.insol.org/page/697/insol-international-20th-academics-colloquium>. Further information may be obtained from Professor Rosalind Mason, the Chair of the Group, by e-mail at: <rosalind.mason@qut.edu.au>.
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