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	Newsletter

Third Quarter 2018 (July-September)


A – Upcoming Events
1. Annual Conference (Athens, Wednesday 3-Thursday 4 October 2018) (revised copy)
The City of Pallas Athena welcomes the Academic Forum this autumn. From the summit of the Acropolis, which is seeing restoration of the temples to their ancient glories, the protector of Athens extends her divine blessings and (naturally) her wisdom to the sessions of the Academic Forum. In keeping with this year’s theme: “Party Autonomy and Third-Party Protection in Insolvency Law”, a selection of papers has now been assembled into an exciting exploration of the links between the dominant theme of insolvency law and the minor, though equally important, topics of contract law, property law and corporate law.

Proceedings will begin with welcome greetings from the Chair, Michael Veder (Radboud Nijmegen), before the first session, presided over by Rolef de Weijs (Amsterdam), starts the debate in relation to the issue of ipso facto clauses in contract law. Presentations will be forthcoming from Natalie Mrockova (Oxford) on the permissibility of contractual opt-outs from court-driven insolvency, David Brown (Adelaide) on law reform experience in the Antipodes and Eugenio Vaccari (City University London) on the relationship between essential supply contracts and ipso facto clauses.

The second session that follows will turn to the position and role of secured creditors. Guided by Jessica Schmidt (Bayreuth) in the chair, papers will tackle the third-party effectiveness of retention of title agreements: Melissa Vanmeenen and Inge Van de Plas (Antwerp), extrajudicial collateral enforcement of NPLs: Ben Schuijling, Vincent van Hoof and Tom Hutten (Radboud Nijmegen) and the impact of the second chance approach on secured creditors’ rights: Judge Flavius-Iancu Motu (Specialized Court of Cluj). The day will then end with the Edwin Coe Lecture, given by an international speaker of note, before proceedings are adjourned for conviviality over drinks and dinner.
The second day will kick off with the session dedicated to the Younger Academics Network of Insolvency Law with speakers addressing good bankruptcy governance: Frederik De Leo (Leuven), potential abuse of corporate rescue procedures: Sofia Ellina (Lancaster) and the future of financial restructurings in light of the COMI debate: Olha Stakheyeva-Bogovyk (Kyiv). Later in the morning, the debate will move to the broader theme of corporate restructuring. Under the guidance of Anthon Verweij (Secretary, Academic Forum), the presentations will focus on schemes of arrangement in Singapore: Wai Yee Wan (SMU), Gerard McCormack (Leeds) and Casey Watters (Nottingham Ningbo), comparative corporate restructuring strategies: Annika Wolf (Emden/Leer) and the limits to the absolute priority rule: Tereza Vodičková (Lawyer, Czech Republic). With a final session devoted to transaction avoidance, chaired by Florian Bruder (DLA Piper Munich), showcasing a paper from Reinhard Bork (Oxford), the conference will conclude with a farewell message from Michael Veder.

From the breadth of papers promised for delivery, the event looks set to deliver on its aim, which is to understand the way insolvency interacts with other legal themes and to challenge existing approaches, while stimulating debate and asking searching questions about the nature of the subject. Hopefully, participants who join us in Greece will agree that the Athenian groves of academe will have proved a suitable place to debate old and new truths about insolvency.

2. Joint Insolvency Conference(s)
Expressions of interest are invited to host joint insolvency events in 2019. Preference is given to an academic or other research institution able to host a conference of about 50-80 persons on a subject or subjects of topical interest. Further details of conference organisation and administrative support may be obtained from the IEAF Secretary at: <anthon.verweij@gmail.com>.
B – Upcoming Events (Cognate Associations)

3. Joint EU-Funded Project Outcomes Conference (Lisbon, Friday 26 October 2018)
A conference will be held in Lisbon on Friday 26 October 2018 to report on the outcomes from a project titled ACURIA (Assessing Courts’ Undertaking of Restructuring and Insolvency Actions). The project, which runs from January 2017-December 2018, is aimed at improving legislation and policies at national and EU levels regarding business failure and insolvency and is supported by the European Commission (Directorate-General Justice and Consumers). The main aim of the project, involving four research teams from Portugal, Italy, Poland and the Netherlands, is to identify legal and/or procedural problems in corporate recovery and insolvency law enforcement that can be tackled through small improvements to legal regimes. Further information about the project and the Lisbon event can be obtained from the project website at: <http://acuria.eu/>.
4. Joint Aston-Wolverhampton Conference (Birmingham, 15 November 2018)

Aston and Wolverhampton Law Schools will be jointly hosting a conference titled “15 years of the Enterprise Act 2002 Insolvency Reforms: Reflection and Thoughts on Future Reform” on Thursday 15 November 2018. The purpose of the conference is to acknowledge that Autumn 2018 marks 15 years since the Enterprise Act 2002 introduced significant reforms to the insolvency regime in the UK. Whilst there have been numerous consultations and some reforms since, the current framework is very much shaped by those reforms. To mark this anniversary, Aston University and the University of Wolverhampton will be hosting a free one-day conference at Conference Aston in Birmingham city centre. The event will reflect on the impact of the Enterprise Act 2002 reforms on UK insolvency proceedings and also consider the potential for further reform. The Law Schools are delighted to be joined by keynote speakers, such as Professor Andrew Keay (Leeds), Professor David Milman (Lancaster) and Associate Professor David Brown (Adelaide) who will be presenting papers.
The organisers would like to invite submissions on the theme of the Enterprise Act 2002 reforms to UK insolvency proceedings and the need for further reform on all aspects of insolvency law. Submissions from doctoral and early career researchers are particularly encouraged. An abstract (of no more than 250 words) should be sent to Chris Umfreville at: <c.umfreville@aston.ac.uk> by the deadline of 31 August 2018. All submissions must include your institution, email address and phone number. Any queries or requests for further information should also be directed to Chris Umfreville. Further details about the conference, including how to register for attendance at this free event, will be published later in the summer.

5. INSOL International Academics’ Group Conference (Singapore, 1-2 April 2019)
The 21th Colloquium of the INSOL International Academics’ Group will take place in Singapore in April 2019. The colloquium will be a 2-day event commencing with a Welcome Function on the evening of Sunday 31 March and running over Monday 1–Tuesday 2 April at the Marina Sands Bay Hotel. A Call for Papers will be issued in due course, though advance information may be obtained from Professor Rosalind Mason, the Chair of the Group, by e-mail at: <rosalind.mason@qut.edu.au>.
C- Technical Series Publications

It is anticipated that the booklet containing conference proceedings from Warsaw 2017 will appear at the Athens 2018 conference. The booklet edited by Jennifer Gant will be titled: “The Rise of Preventive Restructuring: Challenges and Opportunities”.

D – Newsletter Appeal for Information

If recipients of this newsletter wish to advertise items of news, including conferences, workshops or other insolvency-connected events as well as note research projects and possible collaborations, either in future editions of the newsletter or on the INSOL Europe Academic Forum website or Facebook page, please contact the IEAF Secretary at: <anthon.verweij@gmail.com>.
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