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	Newsletter
Fourth Quarter 2015 (October-December)



A – Special Notes
After eight years in the position of Secretary, Paul Omar (Nottingham Law School) has stepped down at the Berlin conference. He has been succeeded by Anthon Verweij (Leiden Law School).
The Academic Forum would like to congratulate Professor Reinout Vriesendorp on his appointment to the Chair of Insolvency Law at the Leiden Law School in succession to Professor Bob Wessels.

B – Past Conferences
1. Annual Conference (Berlin, Wednesday 30 September-Thursday 1 October 2015)

The Academic Forum staged its 11th Annual Conference in Berlin with the overall theme of the agenda being “Banking and Financial Insolvencies”, with a particular focus on the following topics: “Adapting Insolvency to Sectorial Needs”; “The Challenges of Managing Large-Scale Insolvencies”; “What does “Rescuing” a Financial Institution mean?”; and “The Coordination of Group Insolvencies”. Opening the session was Professor Christoph Paulus, Chair of the Academic Forum (Humboldt Universit Berlin). The first session saw papers covering the coordination of financial institution insolvencies in the European Union (Vallar, Milan) and SADC (Stander, NWU), the applicability of the EIR coordination rules to large-scale insolvencies (Schmidt, Bayreuth) and the role of the judiciary in such insolvencies (Haentjens, Leiden). The second session moved the debate on to the mechanics of bank rescue with contributions examining the core elements of banking resolution (Burkert, Bayreuth), the role of ring-fencing arrangements (Campbell, Leeds and Moffatt, NLS), AMCs and “bad banks” (Lynch-Fannon, Cork) and the social cost of bank reorganisation (Gant, NLS). The day’s events then concluded with a reception and an Academic Dinner, exploring the richness of German cuisine.
The second day saw discussions resuming with a presentation by the Academic Forum sponsors Shakespeare Martineau on the key features of banking resolution in the UK position preceding the first session devoted to the younger academics. Here, speakers provided papers on virtual corporate structures and the insolvency connexion (Plaček, Prague UE), how the laws in candidate countries are being influenced by European Union initiatives in the banking and financial arena (Djuric, Belgrade IES) and whether rescue via the pre-pack has any relevance to banking rescue (Kastrinou, NLS and Vullings, NLS/RUN). The final session of the morning rounded off the conference theme with presentations on directors in the insolvency context (Hargovan, UNSW), the Australian Financial Systems Enquiry (Mason, QUT) and an analysis of recent changes to debtor liability in Romania (Iancu, Tibiscus). In the afternoon, concluding proceedings, the annual lecture, sponsored by Shakespeare Martineau, was given by Professor Axel Flessner (Humboldt). Due to the great interest shown in the contents of the annual lecture, a pre-publication draft has been made available at: <http://www.insol-europe.org/shakespeare-martineau-lectures>.
C –Upcoming Events

2. Joint Insolvency Conference (Spring/Summer 2016)
Expressions of interest are invited to host the Spring/Summer 2016 Joint Insolvency Conference. Preference is given to an academic or other research institution able to host a conference of about 50-80 persons on a subject or subjects of topical interest. Further details of conference organisation and administrative support may be obtained from the IEAF Secretary at: <anthon.verweij@gmail.com>.
D – Upcoming Events (Cognate Associations)
3. INSOL International Academics’ Group Conference (London, 13-15 July 2016)

A Call for Papers for the 18th Colloquium in London has now been issued. The colloquium will be a 2-day event commencing with a Welcome Function on the evening of Wednesday 13 and running over Thursday 14–Friday 15 July in Central London. The following topics have been selected for inclusion in the programme:

· Law reform and policy trends;

· Regional developments;

· Sovereign bankruptcy;

· Insolvency of financial institutions;

· Cross-border insolvency issues in the maritime industry;

· Insolvency issues and small business;

· Insolvency theory – normative insights informing research;

· Socio-legal perspectives on personal insolvency;

· Teaching innovations and collaborations in insolvency; and

· Hot Issues.

Not all of the topics listed above will necessarily feature on the final programme. Additionally, consideration can be given to proposals for papers which fall outside the list of proposed topics. Expressions of interest in presenting may be sent to and any further information required may be obtained from Professor Rosalind Mason, the Chair of the Group, by e-mail at: <rosalind.mason@qut.edu.au>.
E – Technical Series Publications (Conference Proceedings Booklets)
The Leiden 2014 conference booklet, edited by Professors Michael Veder and Paul Omar, made an appearance in time for the Berlin Conference 2015. The Istanbul 2014 and Nottingham 2015 booklets, which Professor Rebecca Parry is editing, are anticipated in late 2015 and early 2016 respectively. Presentations at the Trier 2015 and Berlin 2015 conferences will be published together in a single volume, edited by Professor Paul Omar, scheduled to appear also in early 2016. Further information will be circulated on the availability of all publications in due course via the IEAF website, which may be found at: <http://www.insol-europe.org/publications/technical-series-publications>.
F – Newsletter Appeal for Information
If recipients of this newsletter wish to advertise items of news, including conferences, workshops or other insolvency-connected events as well as note research projects and possible collaborations, either in future editions of the newsletter or on the INSOL Europe Academic Forum website or Facebook page, please contact the IEAF Secretary at: <anthon.verweij@gmail.com>.
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